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Nor becauſe I was born in a Chriſ- 
tian country, and educated in Chriſtian princi- 
ples ;---not becauſe I find the illuſtrious Bacon, 
BoyLE, Locke, CLARKE, and NEWTON, 
among the profeſſors and defenders of Chriſtian- 
ity nor merely becauſe the ſyſtem itſelf is ſo 
admirably calculated to mend and exalt human 
nature: but becauſe the evidence accompanying 
the goſpel, has convinced me. of its truth, . The 
ſcoondary cauſes, aſſigned by unbelievers, do not, 


in my judgment, account for. the riſe, progreſs, 1 


and early triumphs of the Chriſtian geligion. 
Upon the principles of ſcepticiſm, I perceive an 
effect without an adequate cauſe. I therefore, 
ſtand acquitted to my own reaſon, though I con- 
tinue to believe and profeſs the religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Arguing from effects to cauſes, I think, 


4 | ; 
I have philoſophy on my fide. And reduced to 
2 choice of difficulties, I encounter not ſo many, 
in admitting the miracles aſcribed to the ſaviour, 
as in the arbitrary ſuppoſitions and conjectures 
of his enemies. | 

That there once exiſted Go a ke as Jeſus 


Chriſt; that he appeared. in Judea in the reign 


of Tiberius ; that he taught a ſyſtem of morals, 
ſuperiourto any inculcatedin the Jewiſh ſchools ; 
that he das crucified at Jeruſalem ; and that 
Pontius Pilate was the Roman governour, by 
whoſe ſentence he was condemned and executed, 
are facts Which no one can reaſonably call in - 
queſtion. The moſt inveterate deiſts admit 
them without difficulty, And indeed, to aif- 


pute theſe facts would be giving the lie to all 


Hiſtory. As well might we deny the exiſtence 
of Cicero, as that of a perſon by the name of je- 


ſus Chriſt. And with equal propriety might we 


call-in queſtion the orations of the former, as 
the diſcourſes of the latter. We are morally 
certain, that the one entertained the R omins With 
his eloquence ; and that the other enlightened 
the Jews with his wiſdom,” But it is unneceſſa- 
ry to labour theſe points, becauſe they are gene- 

rally conceded. They, who affect to deſpiſe the 
Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, profeſs to reverence 
Tacitus, Suetonius, and Pliny. And theſe em- 
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nent Romans bear teſtimony to ſeveral particu- 
lars, which relate to the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, 
his influence as the founder of a ſe, and his cru- 
cifixion. From a deference to human authority, 
all therefore, acknowledge, that the Chriſtian 
religion derived its name from Jeſus Chriſt. 
And many are ſo juſt to his merits, as to admit, 
that he taught better than Confucius ; and prac- 
tiſed better than Socrates or Plato. a 

But, I confeſs, my creed embraces many more 
articles. I believe, that Jeſus Chriſt was not 
merely a teacher of virtue, but that he had a ſpe- 
cial commiſſion to teach. I believe, that his 
doctrines are not the work of human reaſon, but 
divine communications to mankind, 1 believe, 
that he was authorized by God to proclaim for- 
giveneſs to the penitent ; and to reveal a ſtate of 
immortal glory and bleſſedneſs to thoſe who fear 
God, and work righteouſneſs. I believe, in 
ſhort, the whole evangelick hiſtory, and of con- 
ſequence, the divine original of Chriſtianity, and 
the ſacred authority of the goſpel. Others may 
reject theſe things as the fictions of human art 
or policy. But I aſſent to them, from a full 
conviction of their truth. The grounds of this 
. conviction, I ſhall aſſign in the courſe: of this 
work. And I ſhall undertake to ſhow, why the 
phjeRions of infidelity, though they have often 


ſhocked my feelings, have never yet ſhaken my 
faith, 3 

To come then, to the Queſtion : Way ARE 
you A CHRISTIAN? I anſwer, becauſe the 
Chriſtian religion carries with it internal marks 
of its truth ; becauſe not only without the aid, 
but in oppoſition to the civil authority, in oppo- 
fition to the wit, the argument, and violence of 
its enemies, it made its way; and gained an eſ- 
tabliſhment in the world : becauſe it exhibits the 
accompliſhment of ſome prophecies ; and pre- 
ſents others, which have been ſince fulfilled : 
and becauſe its author diſplayed an example, 
and performed works, which beſpeak, not mere- 
ly a ſuperiour, but a divine character. Upon 


theſe ſeveral facts, I ground my belief as a Chriſ. 


tian. And, till the evidence on which they reſt; 
can be invalidated by counter evidence, I muſt 
retain my principles, and my profeſſion, 
| eee 8 | | 
- - SECTION I. 
The internal evidence of Chriſtianity. 


Firft---l am a Chriſtian, becauſe the intrin- 


fick excellency of Chriſtianity points it out as a 
ſyſtem worthy of my belief ; becauſe the laws 
xhich it preſcribes, the ſpirit which it breathes, 
and'the diſcoveries which it makes, are ſo ad- 
mirably ſuited to the conſtitution and circum- 
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ſtances of man, that I cannot reject it. . The 
©; preceptive part of Chriſtianity has been very ge- 
nerally approved. And how is it poſſible, that 

any one ſhould ſeriouſly object to laws, which 
tend to correct the errours, and reform the vices 

of human nature; and to exalt the character of 
| 1 man to the higheſt ſtage of moral perfection? If 


** Chriſtianity preſcribed the auſterities of the 


a monk, the ſolitude of the hermit, or the wand- 


erings of the pilgrim ; if it even gave counte- 


7 nance to ſuch extravagancies, or allowed them 
the loweſt degree of merit, I ſhould eſteem it a 
formidable objection to the ſyſtem. But noth- 


ing of this deſcription can be found in the wri- 


7 tings of the Evangeliſts or Apoſtles. Thoſe 
writings pour contempt upon all ſuperſtitious 


5 Practices; and lead us to aſcribe no value to any 


works, but thoſe of true piety and virtue. They 
teach us to worſhip God in ſpirit and in truth; 
to love him ſupremely ; to be grateful for his fa- 
vours, and reſigned to his diſpenſations; to truſt 
in his mercy, and rejoice in his government. 
They teach us to diſmiſs all anxious cares and 
apprehenſions ; and having employed the means. 
which infinite wiſdom has appointed, to leave 
the event with infinite goodneſs. They teach us 
to love our neighbour as ourſelves ; to . forgive 


him when he has injured us ; to bear with his 


infirmities;and to excuſe his follies ; ; to weep 
with him in his diſtreſſes; when he is in want, 
to afford him our aſſiſtance ; and to do to him, as 


we ſhould think it fit and reaſonable, that he ; 


ſhould do to us. They teach us to love even 
our enemies, ſo far at leaſt, as to abſtain from 
revenge ; and to render them offices of kindneſs, 
when their circumſtances call for commiſera- 
tion. They teach us to govern our appetites 
and paſſions, to be chaſte, humble, temperate, 
pure, and as much as poſſible, to be like our 


father in heaven, whoſe character is an aſſem- 


blage of every natural and moral perfection. 

They teach children to reverence and obey their 
parents; and parents to love, inſtru, and pro- 
vide for their children. They teach the huſband 
conjugal fidelity and affection; and the wiſe, 


the peculiar duties of her ſtation, and the amia- 


ble virtues which adorn the ſex ; and bleſs the 


exerciſe their authority for the publick good ; 
and perſons in private life, not to withhold hon- 
our and ſubmiſſion from thoſe, under whoſe 
wiſe and juſt adminiſtration, they lead quiet 
and peaceable lives. In a word, the affluent 
and the poor, the proſperous and the afflicted, 
the aged and the young, may all find their duty 


marriage union. They teach maſters lenity, and 
the ſervants faithfulneſs. They teach rulers to 
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ouſy;-would. give way to the moſt 'enlatged-bg- 
nevolence.'::Human nature wauld recover its 
dignity. And every man would xeap the pre- 
| oy of hivown virtue. 
From theſe facts, others — their own 
3 my inference is, that Chriſtianity 
is true. I do not believe, that ſuch a ſyſtem of 
morals ean he the work of human wiſdom. 
[Fhtctheſe laws driginated with. God; and chat 
Jeſus Chriſt Ww as commilſſoned to promulgate 
then appears to m a much more rational , ſup» 
poſition. . The more I inſpect them, the leſs 
am- I inclined to: complimetit bunjan- ingenuity 
with ſo glorious a production. If then. I, con- 
tinue to believe. in this age of reſinement, and 
free inquiry, it is becauſe I am unable to reſiſt 
the evidence ariſing from the tranſcendent excel - 
lengy of the Chriſtiam precepts. I think it in- 
finitely more prohable, that they ſhould: be a 
communication from God, than that philoſophy 
enn juſtly claim the honout of the invention. 
The doctrines of the Chriſtian religion furn- 
iſh. an additional argument i in its favour. They 
are ſuch as appear worthy of God, and anſweras 
ble. 30 the natural expectations of men. The 
perlecgions of 1 the Deity, his agency in the « crea- 
tion and goyernment of the world. the condi- 
tions, of his approbation, 1 the conſequences, and 
a future tate of exiſtence, are points, er 
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jag which Every! reaſonable being .wonlwi 


© ſhine with unfading luſtre, and receive an ever 
> laſting reward. Theſe are not uſeleſs ſpecula- 


n- 


for information. And it is à fact that the Ney 
Teſtament throws divine light Gn all theſe arti- 
cles. It informs us, that there is One God : 
that he is infinitely holy. wie benevelent, and 
juſt ; that he is ſelf-exiſtent and independent: 
that his power is irreſiſtible, and his preſence uni- 


I 2 verſal; that he made and upholds all worlds; that 


he created the human ſpecies, and every inferiour 


being that he is moreover,theirpreſerverandben- 


efactor; that he exerciſes a moral government 00 0 ˖ - 
man; that he requires obedience to his laws, 


9 and conſequently, reſents their infraction; that 
forgiveneſs is poſlible, and repentance and refor- 
mation the conditions; that death is not utter 


deſtruction; that all who die, will live again ; 
that all who are raiſed, will be Judged 3* and 
that there is a future Nate, in which virtue will 
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tions, but doctrines of infinite moment. They 
intereſt as well the heart, as the underſtanding. 
And their influence extends Ba to our actions, 4 
and our enjoyments. At vd 

It would be eaſy to nne . | 
ſages, in which theſe points are maintained. 
But it is unneceſſary ; as: every one will tow 
them to be doctrines of Obriſtianity. Whether 


the u be true or not; it certainly contains 


theſe / axticles. I WO] n put. chai-queſtion: 
to. ver ſober Fheiſt, Whether I muſt renounce} 
either my undexſtanding. or my creed ? Is; they” 
any thing .ingrediblle; in this repreſentation. of 
God and. man. of th demands ot ther: one, and: 
the deſtination of tho other? Mud h.offer ani 
affront to my reaſon, if. Icheliove in ono · Gd. ex- 
erciſing the authority : and poſſeſſed uf alll the. 
glorious attributes, aſexibed to hind ini the Chriſ . 
tian Writings: ?- Dees my undarſtanding revolt 
at. the. evangelical aceeunt of his providence: and; 
moral; government ? That ſhould maki it my 
ſtudy to obey him: When guilty of; diſobedi⸗ 
ences. that I ſhould rbpent: and geform:; and 
that, as I: behave, ſo I may expect to be treatett; 
is there any thing / irxatianal/ in theſe doctrines 
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which the political redeinption of a nation has 
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mon ſenſe inſulted bythe doctride of a reſur · 
rection ? This has been aſſerted i but with. what! 
reaſon, I: never could (xongeivesrt When I ex- 
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them in higher perfection d Why may we not 
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bt 
the bunt of dhe ſy tend. Beesuſe the / former 
are ſo important, and the latter ſo beneficial ; be- 
cauſe the doctrines of Chriſt tend to make us ſo 
wiſe, and his laws ſo good, I am, in 2 manner, 
compelled to receive them as divine. Such is 
their ſupreme excellence, that I muſt aſcend to 
heaven for an adequate cauſe. I aſſent there«' 
fore, moſt unfeignedly to thoſe words of our fa-' 
viour, ** my doctrine is not mine, but his who 
ſent me.” And I do aſſert, were there no other 
evidence that our religion is from God, it would 
be more reaſonable to admit ts ching to a div 
W Den pope 6 
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Builence arifing from the early triumphs U 
— * Chriftianity.” 


But my faith, nn does 0 


this ſingle foundation. I have other reaſons for 
believing the goſpel. The early triumphs of 
Chriſtianity furniſh a Second, and in my view, a 
moſt weighty argument in ſupport of my reli - 
gion. And my conviction of its truth gains 
ſtrength every time I examine its introduction, 
progreſs, and eſtabliſhment in the world. Re. 
curring to the period of its inſancy, I find. that 
it made its way not: only without the aid, but in 
oppoſition to the civil authority, I obſerve, that 
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it roſe ſuperiour to the wit, the argutnent, and 
the violence of its enemies. I perceive, that it 
baffled the arts of the Jewiſh prieſts and rulers 3 
and ſupported itſelf againſt the rage of the mul- 
titude. When Heathens became its enemies and 
perſecutors, I find their oppoſition as ineffeuat 
as that of the Jews. Though it was the con- 
tempt and deriſion of the more leading charac- 
ters in ſociety, yet I take notice, that it gained a 
wonderful aſcendency over the human mind z 
and at length became the religion of the 
Roman world. Theſe are facts: and how am 


Y Ito account for them, if Chriſtianity be a mere 


I can eaſily believe, that an 88 may 


ſucceed, if it have the publick prejudices, the 
learning. wealth, and influence of the country, 


F, A or the ſword of the magiſtrate on its fide, I 


never wondered, that the attempts of Mahomet 
to eſtabliſh his religion, were crowned. with ſuc- 
FF ceſs. When I peruſe the Koran, and examine 


the materials of which it is compoſed ; ;---when 
I obſerve how much the work is indebted to the 
Jewiſh and Chriſtian revelations ;---when I ſur- 


1 vey the particular part, which Mabomet, or his 


agents ſupplied ; when I. ſee, with how much 
art the whole is accommodated to the opinions 
and habits.of Jews, Chriſtians, and Pagans j=== 


when 1 conſider what indulgencics it grants, and 
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the. doctrines of the goſpel conſonant to prevail- 
ing and popular opinions? There is not a man, 
who has examined the life, the actions, and the 
religion of Jeſus Chriſt, who will anſwer one of 
theſe queries in the affirmative. | 

In the whole cortipaſs of hiſtory, no fact is 
better eſtabliſhed than the pacifick character of 
our great maſter, and the inoffenſive meaſures by 
which he proſecuted his cauſe. He proclaimed 
X the truths j and inculcated the duties of his reli- 
* Sion 3 but he uſed no violence to make men be- 
eve the one, or practiſe the other. He addreſſ- 
1 ed himſelf to the reaſon of mankind; and then 
left them to make up their own judgment. At 
length he ſuffered ; and his cauſe devolved up- 
on certain perſons who had attended upon his 
miniſtry, and been witneſſes of his actions. 
4X Theſe perſons, called apoſtles, went forth into 
che world ; and taught the ſamie truths, which 
they had learned from their maſter, and which 


Were he had fealed with his blood. In imitation 

eafi⸗ coc their great pattern, they likewiſe applied, 

jon : not to the paſſions, but to the reaſon of the age. 

rants With the Jews, they argued ori their own princi- 

feclly ples. And for the conviction of Gentiles, they 

al na- appealed to facts. Not one of their enemies 
; Jas: 


ever pretended, that more formidable weapons 
were employed by the apoſtles in the Chriſtian 
cauſe, How then _— we account for their 


_— 


ſucceſs ? What induced ſeveral thouſands of the 
Fewiſh nation to embrace Chriſtianity ? And 
why did ſuch multitudes of the Gentile world 
forſake their ſuperſtitions ; and receive the reli- 
gion of the goſpel ? 

Was Chriſtianity a popular ſyſtem ? None 
could be leſs ſo. Did it open the way to a ſeat 
in the Sanhedrim, to the honours of the prieſt- 
hood, or to an office under the Roman govern- 
ment ? I never heard the infinuation. Was it 
an introduction to wealth or power ? It was the 
very reverſe. Did it flatter any of the ruling 
paſſions of the human heart, orpermittheir gratifi- 
cation ? Every one, who has examined it, knows 
the contrary. If then, as the terms are generally 
© underſtood, it was neither honourable, profitable, 
nor popular: if it was thederifionof philoſophy, 
and the contempt of learning 3 -if the wit of 
the age was exerted againſt it, if the prieſt- 
hood hated, and the magiſtrate perſecuted it, 
to what cauſe am I to aſcribe the prevalence of 
Chriſtianity ? Under all theſe diſadvantages, 
what enabled it to keep its ground ? Upon one 
principle only, can I account for this fact to my 
own ſatisfaction, and that is the truth of the 
ſyſtem, and the-patronage of heaven. I can be- 
lieve, that truth may triumph over the moſt 
formidable oppoſition ; and that God is able- to 
defend ad own cauſe. - 
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For every phenomenon in nature, there muſt 
be a ſufficient reaſon. This is a doctrine of 
philoſophy ; and not only ſo, but a dictate of 
common ſenſe. Taking this principle for grant- 
ed, I therefore, endeavour to account for the ex- 
iſtence of Chriſtianity. I find, that the religion 
of Jeſus is not coeval with many events preſerv- 
ed in hiſtory. By means of various records, 
which have eſcaped the ravages of time, I per- 
ceive, that leſs than eighteen centuries will car- 
rÞ me back to the age, in which this religion 
was firſt propoſed to the world. By the confeſ- 
ſion of its enemies, it derived no ſupport from 
the family connexions, outward circumſtances, 
or fate of its author. So far from it, all theſe. 
things operated againſt it, Jeſus Chriſt, though 
a very excellent, was in the eſtimation of the 
world, a very obſcure perſon. His family, 
though once exalted, had fallen into decay. And 
his fate was as infamous as it was unmerited. 
His followers likewiſe, and thoſe with whom 
he left his cauſe, were generally as obſcure as 
their maſter. They had not wealth, to give 
them importance. They were not men in pow- 
er. Nor were their natural abilities, or literary 
attainments ſo great, as to give them a decided 
ſuperiority over their enemies, It is certain - 
therefore, that Chriſtianity did not owe its ſuc- 
ceſs to any thing dazzling in the perſonal ac- 
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compliſhments qr circumſtances of its firſt 
preachers. 

Where then, ſhall I look for the con 2 The 
religion of Chriſt did prevail; though to per- 
ſons of figure and influence, its author was an 
object of comtempt; and though his fate was 
that of the vileſt malefactor. It did make its 
way ; though its miniſters were the fartheſt 
poſſible from that deſcription of men, who take 
the lead in ſociety ; ; whoſe opinions it is the 
pride of others to adopt ; and whoſe example it 
1s. their ambition to follow. It did ſucceed ; 4 
though it bore an uniform teſtimony againſt al! 
the impiety and immorality practiſed in the = 
world. Without flattering one diſorderly paſ- by 
ſion of the human heart, without accommodat- 

ing itſelf to one corrupt habit, it triumphed over 
the prejudices of multitudes. And whilſt its 
profeſſion was attended with every temporal 
diſcouragement, not ory the provinces, but the 
very city of Rome, abounded with Chriſtians | 
I aſk the queſtion once more, if Chriſtianity be 
a fable, how am I to account for this revolu- 
8 9 
I well know the ſolution, which modern in- 
genuity has propoſed. Gibbon's ſecondary 
cauſes I have repeatedly examined ; I would hope, | 
with impartiality : I certainly have done it with 1 
attention, But they never gave me ſatisfaction; WW ; 
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and ſor à reaſon, which the great Sir Iſaac New- 
ton ſhall aſſign. He ſays, that a cauſe muſt be 
known to exiſt ; and that it muſt be adequate to 
an effect, before it can be admitted into ſound 
philoſophy ; and before ſuch effect can with pro- 
priety, be referred to it. But the cauſes, aſſign- 
ed by thoſe who reject the Chriſtian religion, ap- 
pear to want both theſe conditions, We, have 
no proof that many of them ever exiſted. And 
united, they ſeem utterly inadequate to explain 
the various appearances ; and account for 
the phenomena, to which they have been 


7 applied. I am therefore a Chriſtian, becauſe the 


early conqueſts of Chriſtianity will not ſuffer me. 
to reject it as a fable, 


SECTION Vw. 


Evidence ariſing from the completion of prophecy. 
But though concluſive, yet theſe are not the 
only arguments, which give authority to the 
goſpel. The completion of prophecy furniſhey 
a Third reaſon for that reverence,. which I feel 
for Chriſtianity ; and for my aſſent to it as a di- 
vine religion. In peruſing the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian writings, I find ſeveral predi&ions, 
Some of theſe preceded the ſaviour ; and others 
were uttered by him. Some were accompliſhed 
in him; and others in eyents, which took place 
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after his appearing. Examples of each I ſhall 
firſt exhibit ; and then ſhow, why they deter- 
mine me to be a Chriſtian. | 

- It was predicted, that the Meſſiah ſhould 
come. before the ſceptre departed from Judah. 
And does not hiſtory confirm this prediction ? 
Did not Jeſus Chriſt appear and ſuffer, before 
the Jewiſh government was ſubverted by the Ro- 
mans? It was predicted, that he ſhould come 
whilſt the ſecond temple was ſtanding ;” and 
that the houſe ſhould derive glory from the occa- 
ſional viſits of ſo great a character. And was 
not this prophecy fulfilled ? It was predicted, 
that he ſhould come ** in four hundred and nine- 
ty years,” from the time in which the city of the 
Jews ſhould recover from the diſgrace, under 
which it had lain during the captivity ; that he 
ſhould be cut off; and that Jeruſalem and 
the temple ſhould be afterwards made deſolate.” 
And did not theſe things happen in the or- 
der, and at the period here deſcribed ? It was' 
predicted, that in the age of the Meſſiah, many 
aſtoniſhing works ſhould be performed. And 
were not ſuch works performed by Jeſus Chriſt ? 
At leaſt, is it not an article in his hiſtory, that 
through his benevolent interpoſition, and in con- 
ſequence of his ſupernatural powers, the blind 
received their ſight, the lame walked, the deaf 
heard, the dumb ſpake, the fick recovered, and 
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the dead revived ? Finally, it was predicted, that 
he ſhould enter the holy city in triumph; 
that his enemies ſhould there conſpire againſt 
him; that ** he ſhould be ſold for thirty pieces 
of ſilver ;” that ** he ſhould be ſcourged,” and 
treated with every ſpecies of contempt ; that his 
perſecutors ſhould ** ſpit upon him ;" that they 
ſhould ** pierce his hands and feet ;” that the 
ſpectators of his crucifixion ſhould mock him ; 
that ** the foldiers ſhould draw lots for his gar- 
ment; that he ſhould be numbered with tranſ- 
greſſors ; that gall and vinegar” ſhould be 
preſented to him, when in his laſt agonies; and 
that he ſhould ** make his grave with the rich.” 
And in the hiſtory of Chriſt, have we not the 
completion of theſe prophecies ? Comparing the 
predictions and the events, cart we deny, that the 
latter are a perfect counterpart tothe former? 

But the perſon, whoſe fate was fo particular- 
ly foretold, was himſelf a prophet. On various 
occaſions, he declared to his followers, that he 
ſhould ſuffer a violent death. He predicted, that 
his own countrymen would condemn him ; and 
the Gentiles execute the ſentence. He ſoretold 
the cowardice of Peter, the treachery of Judas, 
the terrour and flight of all his diſciples, when 
he ſhould be arreſted, his reſurrection from the 
grave, the effuſion of the holy ſpirit, the deſtruc- 


8 
horrours attending it, the diſperſion of the Jews; 
the perſecutions of his followers, and the ſucceſs 
of the goſpel, notwithſtanding the oppoſition, 
which would be made by its enemies. 
And, according to the records of that age, 
did not all theſe things come to paſs ? Have we 
not the higheſt evidence, which hiſtory can af- 
ford, that Jeſus Chriſt both ſuffered; and tri- 
umphed in the manner, which he had before de- 
ſcribed ? Were not his diſciples hated of all men? 
Were not the moſt wanton cruelties exerciſed 
upon them? And did not the time come, when 
their extermination from the earth was contem- 
plated as a ſacrifice, which the honour of God, 
the inteteſts of truth, and the good of ſociety re- 
quired ? Was not Jeruſalem deſtroyed by the 
Romans ? And as to the temple, did the reſent- 


ment of the conquering army leave one ſtone of 


that magnificent building on atiother ? Before 
their reduction, were not the ſufferings of the 
Jews ſuch as no other people had ever experienc- 
ed ? And after that event, were they not diſperſ- 
cd among all nations? Does not their diſper- 


ſton Kill continue? And are they not, at this 


vety mon.ent, a ſtanding proof of his veracity, 
who predicted their ruin ? When I compare the 


deriunciations of Jeſus Chriſt with the fate of 


the Jews, lam unable to accounf for their con- 
formity, i if! I reject his divine inſpiration The 
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kiſtory of Joſephus, who beheld the ruin of his 
country, comes inaid of the evangeliſts. And 


l feel the ſame confidence, that Chriſt foretold; 


as that the hiſtorian related, this terrible event. 
After a cool and impartial examination of 
theſe facts, can it be ſtrange that I ſhould pro- 
feſs myſelf a Chriſtian ? How can I reſiſt the 
evidence ariſing from the completion of prophe- 
cy ? I find many ptedictions accompliſhed in 
Jeſus Chriſt, And many, which wete uttered 
by him, I find inconteſtably verified by ſueceed- 
ing events. Will it ſatisfy my reaſon, to infinu- 
ate that this may be the work of chance win 
it be ſufficient to ſay, that the author of our re- 
ligion, and certain perſons, who aſſumed the 
name of prophets, happened to gueſs right ? 
To thoſe, who have any acquaintance with the 
doctrine of chances, this inſinuation will appear 
both impertinent and abſurd. That there 
could not have been ſuch a ſeries of fortunate 


gueſſes, is a point capable of arithmetical de- 


monſtration. 

The man, who can perſuade himſelf to ad- 
mit this ſuppoſition, muſt, with a very ill grace, 
object to the miracles, wonders, and ſigns, aſ- 
cribed to Jeſus Chriſt. And of all perſons, he 
ought to be the laſt to charge others with credu- 
lity. As to myſelf, I cannot believe, that ſome 


hundreds of years u the ſaviour appeared, 
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che peculiar circumſtances of his life and death' 
were gueſſed by ſome impoſing diviner. I can- 


not be reconciled to the ſuppoſition, that one by 
mere accident, gueſſed that he would enter Feru- 


falem, riding on an aſs, and be there ſold for 


thirty pieces of filver ; another, that his enemies 
would pierce his hands, and his feet, would 
mock his agomes, and caſt lots for his garment ; 
a third, that he would be numbered with tranſ- 
greſſors, and be laid in the tomb of a rich man. 
Such a wonderful reſemblance of mere conjec- 
ture and fact would exceed any prodigy recorded: 
in the facred volume. 


And the ſame obſervation will apply to the | 


predictions of Jeſus Chriſt ; whether they relate 
to his own-ſufferings, or thoſe of his devoted 
country. It is impoſſible that: he ſhould have 
deſcribed them with ſo much preciſion, unleſs. 
his mind had been divinely illuminated. The 
ſucceſs of modern conjectures is well known. 
And if Jefus Chriſt be degraded to the rank of 
thoſe, who have been moſt expert at gueſſing, L 
muſt ſay, their talents will admit of no compari- 
ſon with his. The art, if it was only an art, 
makes no figure at the preſent age. I muſt there- 
fore, conclude, that real predictions were utter-- 


ed and accompliſhed. And I muſt draw from- 


them the inference, that the ſyſtem is divine, in 
fupport of which they have been-urged. I have 
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no other alternative, than either to admit this 
concluſion, or the moſt extravagant ſuppoſitions, 
that ever diſgraced the human mind. 


SECTION IV. 
Evidence arifing from the cbaracter and miracles 
of Chrift. : 
But I have a Fourth reaſon for my belief and 
principles as a Chriſtian : and that is, that the 
author of my religion diſplayed an example; and 


performed works, which proclaim, not merely a 


ſuperiour, but a divine character. No human 
language can do juſtice to the temper and mor- 
als of Jefus Chriſt, The excellency of the one. 
and the purity of the other, render him an ob- 
get worthy of our higheſt admiration. In how 
wonderful a manner, did he exemplify his own 
moral leffons ? And how divinely did he ſup- 
port his character, as the friend of mankind ? 
With what exquiſite tenderneſs did he conduct 
towards the miſerable ? And what patience did 
he diſplay, under every ſpecies of provocation? 
How condeſcending was he to the weak, how 
humble, how juſt, how ready to forgive his 
enemies, how benevolent to all? What a ſu- 
blime devotion poſſeſſed his heart? And in 
ſcenes of the deepeſt diſtreſs, how perfect was 
his reſignation? How amiably did he converſe ? 


93 


How unblamably did he live ? How nobly did 
he die ? And can I reconcile the appearance of 
ſuch virtue with the mean and intereſted views 
of an ambitious impoſter ? Is it credible, that 
ſuch pure ſtreams ſhould proceed from a cor- 
rupt fountain ? 


Many, who reject the claims, and deny the 
miracles of Jeſus Chriſt, admit the moral excel- 


lency of his character. A greater inconſiſtency 
cannot be conceived ! What, is it no offence 
againſt the laws of morality to appeal to works 
never performed; and to pretend to the exer- 
ciſe of powers, which never exiſted ? Are deli- 
berate falſchood, impoſition,and hy procriſy. to be 
eraſed from the catalogue of crimes ? Is impie- 
ty no ſtain ? And todie with an obſtinate and 
inflexible adherence to falſe pretenſions, is there 
nothing immoral in ſuch behaviour? I confeſs, 
I have very different views of right and wrong, 
And I feel a ftrong conviction, that falſehood 
and deceit, for whatever purpoſe they may be 
employed; and to whatever end they may be di- 
rected, are to the laſt degree, criminal and dif. 
graceful, 

Yet, this accuſation muſt be brought ad 
Jeſus Chriſt, if he did no miracle ; and was on- 
ly a felf commiſſioned reformer, He certainly 
did profeſs to work miracles ; and he did ap- 
peal to them, as divine atteſtations to his ſacred 


29 
character. If he infiſted, that he was ſent of 
of God to enlighten and ſave mankind, he was 
careful to add, The works, which I do, they 
bear witneſs of me.“ I muſt therefore, deny 
that he was that excellent perſon, - which ſome 
modern unbelievers profeſs to efleem him. Or, 
I muſt admit the reality of thoſe miracles, to 
which he ſo often, and with ſo much ſolemnity, 
appealed, There is no other alternative. It 
cannot be, that he was a ſplendid” pattern of pure 
and ſublime morality ; whilft his miſſion, and 
ſupernatural powers, were an artful pretence. 

Reduced then, to the neceſlity either of ad- 
mitting, together with the moral excellencies, 
the miracles of : Jeſus, or of rejecting both, I 
can, without difficulty, make up my judgment. 
However unphiloſophical it may be thought, I 
am perſuaded, that he did fuch works as no 
man could perform, unleſs God were with him.“ 
Yes, notwithſtanding the metaphy ſick of ſome, 
and the ſneers of others, I do believe that he ap- 
pealed to facts, when he faid, ** The blind ſee; 
the lame walk ; the lepers are cleanſed ; the deaf 
hear; and the dead are raiſed,” God, who ordained 
the laws of nature, can certainly control or ſuſ- 
pend them. Nor is there any thing abſurd in 
the ſuppoſition, that occaſions may offer, on 
which ſuch an application of almighty power 
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may be worthy of God; and reflect heneur o 


his wiſdom and benevolence. 
It is true, ſuch interruptions of the ink 


courſe of nature are not viſible at the preſent. 
age. Our eyes have never been gratified with 
the ſight of a miracle. But this is no proof, 


that the eyes of other men in other ages, have 
impoſed upon their underſtandings. The king 


of Siam, becauſe he had never feen ice, denied 


the poſſibility of its exiſtence. His narrow ex- 


perience, under a burning ſun, was oppoſed to 


the teſtimony of a credible witneſs, If this 
prince had been a metaphyſician, with what a 


multiplicity of arguments, would he have en- 
countered. and overwhelmed the European, who 
related the effects of cold upon the waters of 
his country? If he had been a philoſopher, how 


learnedly would he have reaſoned upon the 
clementary particles of fluids ; and from their 
ſpherical form, how eaſily would he have de- 
monſtrated the impoſſibility of congelation ? 
But what is logick, when oppoſed to fact? 
The miracles, aſcribed to Jeſus Chriſt, and 


the apoſtles, reſt upon the ſame foundation with 


other articles, which we find in the narratives 
of his life. - They have not come down to us 
through the channel of tradition ; but by means 
of a formal record, made by perſons, who de- 
Clare themſelves witneſſes of the ſcenes which 
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they deſcribe. Nor are they introduced into 
theſe records merely by way of ornament ; or to 
animate a dull narration : they are an eſſentiat 
part of the work. In the ſame page, we find 


the miracles and moral leſſons of Jefus Chriſt. 


In the fame artleſs manner, they are both relat- 
ed. For which reaſon, I feel myſelf unable to 


draw the line, where truth ends; and fiction 
begins. All my information concerning Jeſus 


Chriſt, is derived from the ſame fource. Where 
teſtimony is ſo explicit and cĩreumſtantial, I muſt 
therefore, admit the whole; or rejet the 
whole. I mention this, becauſe ſome have pro- 


| feſſed to believe the hiſtory of our Lord's diſ- 


courſes, whilſt they denied that of his miracles. 
But theſe articles are fo connected, that there 
can be ne difcrimination. If an evangeliſt de- 


| ſerves credit, when he folemnly declares the 


things which he heard ; why not, when he as 


folemnly declares. the facts which he ſaw ? 


Why ſhould I aſcribe more veracity to his ears, 
than to his eyes? 

That the miracles of Jeſus ſtand as fairly re- 
corded as his moral inſtructions, is not how 
ever, my only reaſon for believing them. Cer- 
tain events, which took place at the memorable 
period, when theſe miracles are ſaid to have 
been exhibited, are a demonſtration of their real. 


ity. I find, that multitudes, who had the beſt 


v2 


means of informing their minds on this ſubject; 
and who could have detected the impoſt- 
tion, if any had been practiſed, were fully per- 
ſuaded, that ſupernatural powers had been exer- 
ciſed by Chriſt and his apoſtles, So ſtrong was 
their conviction, that it overcame early habits ; 
and induced them to embrace the religious ſyſ- 
tem, which appealed to this evidence. Nor was 
this all: it overcame the apprehenſions of con- 
tempt, of worldly loſſes, of every ſpecies of in- 
Jury, and of a cruel and infamous death. Up- 
on the principle of miracles, it is eaſy to account 
for this magnanimity. But, if the Chriſtian re- 
cord of miracles be a mere fable, how tame the 
conviction of their reality to take poſſeſſion of 
ſo many fair and honeſt minds ; and to produce 
ſuch aſtoniſhing effects? Why did hey believe, 
who were placed beyond the reach of impoſition; 


and who could have no motive to aſſent to the 


powers, claimed by the founder, and firſt preach- 
ers of religion, but the certainty that they exiſt- 
ed? I am free to confeſs, that the faith of mul- 
titudes, fituated as they were, has great influ- 
ence in confirming my own. 

But to purſue the argument : I believe the 
miracles recorded in the New Teſtament, be- 
cauſe they were dot called in queſtion by early 
infidels. The Jews were compelled to own, 
that the powers, occaſionally exerciſed by Jeſus 
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Chriſt, were ſupernatural. This man doeth 
many miracles,” was the confeſſion even of the 
prieſts and phariſees. And the modern Jews 
do not pretend to deny, that the founder of the 
Chriſtian ſect performed many things, which 
no man could do, unleſs he were aſſiſted by in- 
viſible agents. But, to avoid the conſequences 


of ſuch a conceſſion, they both aſcribe his mira- 


cles to an infernal cauſe. Succeeding unbeliev- 


ers were likewiſe as well convinced of this part 
of our Lord's hiſtory. Julian acknowledges, 
that Chriſt opened the eyes of the blind ; reſtor- 
ed limbs to the lame; and recovered demo- 
niacks from their malady. But he intimates, 
that theſe are no very extraordinary feats. And 


Celſus, another violent enemy to Chriſtianity, 


not preſuming to deny the mighty works of 
Jeſus, endeavours to depreciate them, by pre- 


tending that he learned magick in Egypt. Be- 


ſides, it is well known, that becauſe the miracles 
of Chriſt could not be denied, attempts were 
made to eclipſe their glory. Appollonius Ty- 
anæus was brought into publick view by two un- 
believers, as a perſon, whoſe powers exceeded 
thoſe of Jeſus. The conceſſions of Julian and 
Celſus, and this attempt to ſet up a rival to the 
ſaviour, may be eaſily accounted for, if we ad- 
mit thatſigns were diſplayed ; and miracles per- 
formed by him. But . his ſupernatural pow- 
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ers were an artful pretence, why did not theſe 
adverſaries publiſh the impoſition? They did 
not want ſagacity to detect any unfair dealing. 
And ſuch a diſcovery would have given the 
triumph to their cauſe. That early unbelievers, 
and ſome of them perſons of the moſt extenſive 
information ; that a Julian and a Celfus did not 
deny the miracles of Chriſt, is with me a very 
ſtrong argument in favour of thoſe miracles. 
And combined with other evidence, this circum- 
ſtance is ſufficient for my conviction... 

Finally, the lying wonders, and pretended 
miracles of impoſtors, are a proof that ſuper- 
natural powers have been employed for religi- 
ous purpoſes. This appears to be the juſt con- 
eluſion from theſe facts. Impoſtors would not 
have had recourſe to ſuch arts, if they had not 


known the ſucceſs ef rea miracles. Would 


counterfeits have found their way into cireula- 
tion, if there never had been genuine coin? Did 
not the latter unqueſtionably ſuggeſt the former? 
We may be affured, that pretended miracles. 
would never have enriched the legend of a faint, 
if real miracles had never attracted the attention 
of mankind, Supernatural powers have been 
feigned in later times, becauſe, in the primitive. 


ages, ſuch powers really exiſted, And lying 


wonders, at the tomb of the Abbe De Paris, came 
in aid of his doubtful reputation, becauſe the 


3% 


tomb of Chriſt was the ſcene of wonders and 
ſigns, which gave immortal ſplendour to his 
character; and enſured the final triumphs of his 
cauſe, 

I have now aſſigned the various reaſons, on 
which I ground my aſſert to the miracles, which 
ſtand recorded in the Chriſtian volume. I be- 


lieve them, becauſe theyreſt on the ſame hiſtorick 


evidence, with the moral inſtructions, and com- 
mon facts contained in that book, I believe 
them, becauſe co-temporary and ſubſequent 
events were ſuch as might have been expected, 
from the operation of miracles on the human 


mind. I believe them, becauſe the early oppo- 


ſers of Chriſtianity did not call them in queſtion. 
And I believe them, becauſe their reality appears 
to me, to be a fair deduction from many unſuc- 


ceſsful] attempts to imitate, and to rival them. 


Thus convinced of the ſupernatural powers of 
Jeſus Chriſt and the 'apoſtles, I am perſuaded 
that they ſpake by authority ; and conſequently, 
that the religious ſyſtem, which derives its 
name from the former, is not only ſuperiour to 
all others, but that it is p1viNe, 


—— —— —2—œZZö8— 
With ſuch force, do theſe arguments operate 


on my underſtanding, that I feel an increaſing 
confidence in n:y principles asa Chriſtian, The 


g6 

more I examine the evidences of my religion, 
the more am I convinced, that it will not be over. 
thrown by the weapons uſually employed againſt 
it. The foundation which ſupports it, is not 
to be weakened by the ſhafts of wit ; or blown 
down by the breath of ridicule. I am ſenſible, 
that there is no ſubje& which may not be placed 
in a ludicrous point of light; as there is no cha- 
racter which may not be vilified. Religion, 
patriotiſm, chaſtity, and almoſt every moral and 
ſocial virtue, have, in their turn, been ſo expoſ- 
ed as to invite contempt. Soame Jenyns has diſ- 
charged all his wit upon the rights of nan, and 
the leading principles of a free government. If 
ridicule were'the teſt of truth, his book would 
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1 be unanſwerable. But though it abounds with 1 
i wit, it contains not one argument. And for this | 
. reaſon, the cauſe of civil freedom has ſuffered 
1 no injury from ſuch an aſſailant. Though re- >| 
bt publican principles be the butt of his ridicule, 
yet they command the higheſt reſpect, where- t 
ever they are ſeriouſly examined. And the t 
ſame obſervation may be applied to the ſubject f 
of religion. To overthrow the faith of one, t 
who has ſtudied its evidence, arguments muſt JI. I 
be employed, and not the falſe colourings of ki 
wit, Facts muſt be fairly andclearly diſproved. a 
:- Otherwiſe, the Chriſtian will retain his rever- ] 


ence for religion ; and though aſhamed ot the of 


ed. 
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the 


former, 
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diſingenuity of an oppoſer, he will not be aſham- 
ed of the goſpel. 

But from the wit exerted upon Chriſtianity, 
proceed to more ſober objections. And Imuſt 


| ſay, that however plauſible they may ſeem at 


firſt, they do not, by any means, invalidate its 


evidence. Many of them are impertinent ; be- 


cauſe they are levelled, not againſt the Chriſtian 
religion, but againſt its corruptions. And many 
more are ſufficiently anſwered by an appeal to 


the conſtitution of nature ; and the degree of 


evidence upon which ve act in general con- 
cerns. Some objections, if admitted, would 
overthrow the credit of all hiſtory. And others, 
when purſued to their juſt conſequences, would 


not only ſubvert the religion of Chriſt, but 


would bury natural religion in its ruins. 

In vain then, are objections of this kind urg- 
ed againſt Chriſtianity, In vain am I remind- 
ed, that the goſpel was firſt preached to the mul- 


titude ; and not to the learnedand wife. I know 


that „ as much fairneſs of mind in the 

zin the latter; and, in regard to mat- 
ters of fact, that they are as competent judges. 
In vain am I called to reflect, that falſe pretences 
to inſpiration, and ly ing wonders, have, in all 
ages, been employed for political purpoſes. 
The fact I do not diſpute; but I deny the con- 


cluſion. Falſchoo.!s are daily uttered; but does 


it follow, that the truth is never ſpoken ? Be. 
cauſe many counterfeits are in circulation, isthere 
no unadulterated coin? As ] have before had 
occaſion to obſerve, the various arts of religious 
impoſition take their.origin from real miracles, 
and a real inſpiration. In vainam I told, that 
the Chriſtian ſyſtem is not univerſal ; and of 
conſequence, cannot proceed from the common 
Parent of mankind, I know that reaſon is im- 
parted in yarious degrees ; that the means of 
improvement, civil liberty, and all the outward 
bleſſings of life, are beſtowed in different mea- 
{ures on different objects: and yet, I. am per- 
ſuaded, that they all come from God, In vain 
is my attention called to the angry diſputes of 
Chriſtians, reſpecting the doctrines of the goſ- | 
pel. I am convinced, that ſuch is the weakneſs 
of the human mind, diſputes may ariſe on any 
ſubject. I hear men diſpute on the princi- 
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ples, of government, the rights of citizens, and 
the nature and extent of civil liberty: and yet, I 
doubt not, that theſe rights, and this liberty, — 
have a real foundation; and that the end of go- 5 
vernment 1s their ſecurity. Why then, ſhould Pe 
the diſputes of Chriſtians diſcredit the goſpel ? . * 
In vain is my faith inſulted with the mortify ing 3 


inſinuation, that profeſſors do not exemplify the 
virtues of their religion; that their principles f 

TT ; hit 
and practice are often at variance. I am ſenſible, 


that Chriſtians are rational agents; and that the 
influence of their religion is not compulſory, 
but moral. Why then, ſhould I be more ſur- 
priſed that the laws of the goſpel ſhould be occa- 
fionally difregarded, than that the dictates of 
conſcience, or the laws written on the heart, 
ſhould not always maintain their authority ? In 
vain will any urge, to the prejudice of Chriſ- 


tianity, the ambition of a prieſthood ; and the 
various ſteps, by which the miniſters of religion 


aſcended from the condition of inſtructors, to 
that of oppreſſors. The goſpel, I am certain, 
gives no countenanee to ſuch abuſes. So far 
from it, fpiritual pride, and fpiritual tyranny, 
are objects of its execration. I might go on to 


enumerate other popular objections againſt the 
ſyſtem ; but he who has formed his ideas of 

Chriſtianity from the. writings of the apoſtles 
and evangeliſts, will be certain that its credit i is 


not injured by them. 


As there is not any ſubject, which may fiot be 
turned into ridicule, neither is there any hiſtorical 


fact, againſt which many plauſible objections 
may not be raiſed. Conſidering his power,” in- 


flueace, and popularity, the deſtruction of Ceſar, 
by the Roman ſenators, may be oppoſed with 
great ingenuity ; and many arguments may be: 
brought to fix a ſuſpicion on this part of ancient 


hiſtory. The execution of Charles the firſt, 


and the triumphs of Cromwell, are likewiſe ar- 
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ticles, which a logician might aſſail with Many 
objections. And if a ſceptick were ſo diſpoſ- 
ed, how eaſily might he refute (as the term is 
ſometimes underſtood) the American hiſtory of 
independence? He might contraſt the naval and 
military ſtrength, the riches, and the population 
of Britain, with the poverty and weakneſs of 
the colonies :-- -he might alſo expatiate on the 
different principles, habits, interfering intereſts, 
and jealouſies of the coloniſts ;---and ſubjoining 
the fears of ſome, and the ſtrong attachment of 
others to their political parent, he might, from 
the whole, ſhow the incredibility of our revolu- 
tion. Still, the glorious fact is a refutation of 
ſuch reaſonings. And I muſt obſerve, that in 
regard to hiſtorical relations, the teſtimony of 
one credible witneſs will outweigh* millions of 


ſuch objections, as a fruitful imagination may 


eaſily invent. | 

This conviction never fails to accompany me, 
when I repair to the ſacred oracles. In the New 
Teſtament, I find a detail of inſtructions given; 
of wonders performed, and of. fututities reveal- 
ed. Iam alfo-entertained with a particular ac- 
count of the ſufferings, death, reſurrect ion, and 
aſcenſion of Jeſus Chriſt. Other aſtoniſhing 
events are likewiſe, as circumſtantially related. 
And the hiſtory containing theſe things appears 
to be as fairly written ; and to carry with it as 


iy 
ſubſtantial proofs of its authenticity, as any hiſ- 
tory which has gained-credit in the world. Do 
any aſk, why I believe the antiquity of the 
Chriſtian records? I anſwer, for the ſame reaſ- 
on that I believe the antiquity of Virgil's Poems, 
Ceſar's: Commentaries, or Salluſt's Narrations : 
and that is, the concurring teſtimony of all in- 
tervening ages. Do any aſk, why believe, 
that the ſeveral books were written by the per- 
ſons whoſe names they bear ? I anſwer, for the 
ſame reaſon that I believe the Georgicks to be 
the production of Virgil ;---Jeruſalem Deliver- 
ed, that of Taſſo ;---Paradiſe Loſt, that of Mil- 
ton an Eſſay upon the ſubject of Miracles, 


to be the work of Hume ;---and a Refutation 


of that Eſſay, the performance of Campbell. 
Do any inquire, whether the facred pages have 
not been greatly corrupted ? I anſwer, they have 
not been greatly corrupted ; as appears by a col- 
lation of the earlieſt manuſcripts, and an appeal 
to the carlieſt verſions; and ancient fathers. So 
many corroborating circumſtances plead in fa- 
your of the goſpel, that I muſt either diſtruſt all 
records ; or continue to admit the authenticity 
of thoſe, which diſplay the duty and hopes of a 
Chriſtian. | 

To conclude : the religion of Jeſus Chriſt 
does not decline a fair examination. It conſents 


to meet oppoſition; but, in the character of its 
F | 
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opponent, it - requires certain qualifications, 
which have not always appeared in the conteſt, 
It requires a large acquaintance with the ſyſ- 
tem itſelf, an acquaintance formed, not through 
the medium of human creeds, but by a direct 
application to the evangelick records, And it 
requires an extenſive knowledge of the peculiar 
lan guage, in which thoſe records were original- 
ly compoſed, of the various readings grounded 
on different manuſcripts, of Heathen and Jewiſh 
teſtimonies, of the cuſtoms and moral ſtate of 
thoſe countries where Chriſtianity was firſt pub- 
liſhed, of the conceſſions and objections of the 
carlieſt unbelievers, and of the general hiſtory 
of the church. Thus furniſhed, ſeveral have 
attacked this religion ; but the conteſt has ge- 
nerally terminated in their conviction, I know 
many inſtances, where men have opened the hiſ- 
tory of Chaiſt with the diſreſpect of unbeliev- 
ers; and cloſed it with the reverence of Chriſt« 
ians. 

The prevailing ſentiments of Americans will 
be naturally on the ſide of that religion, which 
has been the ſubject of this work. Its influ- 
ence in the firſt ſettlement of the country, will 
not be ſoon effaced from their minds. Their 
political principles will inſpire a reverence for a 
ſyſtem, which admits of no reſpect of perſons ; 
bu: injoins the ſame duties on all ; and opens ta 
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all, the ſame proſpects of glory, honour, and 
immortality. Its benevolent tendency, conſpir- 


ing with its evidence, muſt enſure to it a fair 


examination. And thoſe, who thus examine, 
even if they remain unconvinced, willconſent, that 
others ſhould cultivate its temper; and follow 
its rules. They will not be diſpleaſed at ſeeing 
the virtue of their neighbours, directed and in- 
vigorated by Chriſtian principles. And though 
they may not ſee fit to adopt their language, yet 
they will impute no uncommon weakneſs, creduli- 
ty, or fanaticiſm to thoſe, who ſay with. apoſtle, 


„ LorDd To WHOM SHALL WE Go? Tou 


HAST THE WORDS OF ETERNAL LIFE.” 
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